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The primary of objective of Cherrafi et al.’s (2016) article is to give an analysis and review of the literature relating to a potential model for meshing and integrating three different management systems, including sigma six, lean manufacturing, and sustainability. The researchers specifically assessed the present proposals and at the same time pointed out gaps in the current literature, which together they used to suggest potential research bearings for the creation of a useful integrated paradigm in the future. The experts also recommend new challenges and opportunities that should be solved by future research. 
Cherrafi et al. (2016) base their study on the recent global findings, especially the primary issues the society is facing about population growth, poverty, climate change, pollution, inequality in resource distribution, as well as the skyrocketing cost of materials and energy. As such, all organizations across the planet are presently under pressure from various stakeholders (including customers and regulators) to attempt to manage their business activities in a manner that is responsible for bettering their social and environmental outcomes. One challenge organizations today are facing is achieving their goals using methods that promote and are compatible with social and ecological sustainability. Therefore, Cherrafi et al. forecast that integrating sustainability, lean manufacturing, and sigma six can assist companies in managing their operations in a manner that promotes and supports both social and environmental sustainability. 
In preparation for their study, the researchers defined the terms Lean, Six Sigma, and Lean Six Sigma. The lean strategy was identified as a system that is used to manufacture or produce services and goods of higher quality at the smallest possible budget and in the shortest period by reducing wastes. Six Sigma, on the other hand, was defined as a well-structured, parallel-meso system to lower variation in management processes by using upgrading or step up experts, performance metrics, as well as an ordered method with the idea of achieving strategic goals. Lastly, the word Lean Six Sigma was used to refer to the combination of the two terms, an idea that was popularized in the late 1990s and early 2000s. 
For their cross-sectional study, the researchers identified approximately 118 articles published between 1990 and 2015 using relevant search words like Lean Six Sigma, Six Sigma, Lean Manufacturing, Lean Production, Lean Management, Lean Sustainable manufacturing, and Lean. The words were searched in popular databases like Elsevier, Google Scholar, Springer, Subito, Ebsco, Emerald, Taylor & Francis, Scopus, and Metapress. Books and relevant journals such as the International Journal of Production Economics and others were only considered for inclusion. Descriptive analysis was used to analyze journals and books.
The results of the study identified several critical benefits of implementing an integrated Lean/Six Sigma and sustainability model, including encouraging the maintenance of an organized and clean work setting, reducing input consumption and pollution, promoting employee motivation, and many others. It indeed preserves both social and environmental sustainability. The outcome of the study also revealed seven significant gaps and issues suitable for further studies concerning the integration of sustainability, Six Sigma, and lean methods. They include the need to: expand the implementation of sustainability and the lean/Six Sigma to developing countries, address the pre-implementation phase, as well as design and integrate measurement and metrics systems to assess sustainability and lean/Six Sigma models. Others include the need to investigate the benefits and applications of this integrated model in the service sector, the need to consider the methods in terms of the SMEs to help them implement the Lean/Six Sigma successfully, and the need to investigate the human side of the integrated model comprehensively. The researchers recommend that companies attempt to apply this new integrated model to boost sustainability efforts. 
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